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Lara Eden-Dodds, collaborative pianist 

Women’s Chamber Choir 

Lori-Anne Dolloff, conductor 
Valeska Cabrera, assistant conductor 
Eunseong Cho, pianist 


We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto operates. 
For thousands of years it has been the traditional land of the Huron-Wendat, 
the Seneca, and most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit River. 

Today, this meeting place is still the home to many Indigenous people from across 
Turtle Island and we are grateful to have the opportunity to work on this land. 






Program 


MacMillan Singers 

David Fallis, conductor 
Lara Eden-Dodds, collaborative pianist 


Ambe 

Andrew Balfour 
(b. 1967) 

Trapped in Stone 

Andrew Balfour 

Gloria Deo 

Healey Willan 
(1880-1968) 

She’s like the Swallow 

arr. Harry Somers 
(1925-1999) 

Feller from Fortune 

arr. Harry Somers 

J’entends le moulin 

arr. Donald Patriquin 
(b. 1938) 


Intermission 


Women’s Chamber Choir 


Lori-Anne Dolloff, conductor 
Valeska Cabrera, assistant conductor 
Eunseong Cho, pianist 


Of Whalers and Whales 

Frobisher Bay James Gordon 

(b. 1955) 

Claire Laosinsky, soprano 

Sorrow Song of Whales Jeff Enns 

Paddling Songs 

V’la I’Bon Vent arr. Allison Girvan 

Valeska Cabrera, conductor 

Solo Quartet: Abigail Sinclair, Ineza Mugisha, 

Dayie Chung, Alyssa Meyerowitz 

Grammah Easter’s Lullaby Pura Fe 

(b. 1960) 

The Silent Voices 

For those who cannot go home again Jenny Blackbird 

Jenny Blackbird and the Faculty of Music 
Singing and Drumming Ensemble 

Our Inland Sea 


Begin 


Alice Ping Yee Ho 
(b. 1960) 


Program Notes for MacMillan Singers 


Of Cree descent, Andrew Balfour has written a body of more than 30 choral, 
instrumental and orchestral works, including Take the Indian, Empire Etrange: 
The Death of Louis Riel, Migiis: A Whiteshell Soundscape, Bawajigaywin, 
Gregorio’s Nightmare, Wa Wa Tey Wak (Northern Lights), Fantasia on a Poem 
by Rumi, and Medieval Inuit. He has been commissioned by the Winnipeg, 
Regina and Toronto Symphony Orchestras, Ensemble Caprice, the Winnipeg 
Singers, the Kingston Chamber Choir and Camerata Nova, among many 
others. His works have been performed and/or broadcast locally, nationally 
and internationally. 

Frequently known as the “Dean of Canadian Composers,” Healey Willan was 
born in England in 1880. He moved to Toronto in 1913 and from 1921 until 
his death he was Precentor of the Church of St. Mary Magdalene, Toronto. 

He was appointed Lecturer and Examiner for the University of Toronto in 
1914, being appointed Professor of Music in 1937. More than half of his 
output of 800 compositions is sacred works for choir, including anthems, 
hymns and mass settings. He passed away in Toronto in 1968, and many 
choral organizations are currently honouring the 50th year since his death. 

Harry Somers (1925-1999) was one of the most important Canadian 
composers of his generation. He was a founding member of the Canadian 
League of Composers (CLC) and as such, was involved in the formation of 
other Canadian music organizations including the Canada Council for the Arts 
and the Canadian Music Centre. He frequently received commissions from 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation and the Canada Council for the Arts. 
His Five Songs of the Newfoundland Outports have become standards with 
choirs around the world, and are very much in line with Somers’ deep interest 
in and commitment to music education for performers at all levels. 

Donald Patriquin was born in Sherbrooke, Ouebec, in 1938. As professor at 
McGill’s Faculty of Music for many years, he taught theory, musicianship and 
arranging, and directed a variety of ensembles. He now freelances from his 
native Eastern Townships in Ouebec. His output includes many choral and 
instrumental works, liturgical settings, and music for theatre, ballet and mixed 
media. He is particularly well known for his folk music arrangements and for 
his many works written specifically for children’s choirs. 


Program Notes for Women’s Chamber Choir 

Frobisher Bay was written by Canadian singer/songwriter James Gordon, 
and arranged by his group Tamarack for treble chorus. The text recalls the 
dangers and loneliness of Whalers who encountered the icy Arctic Sea and 
recalls the days of early commercial whaling. Musically it is folk-like in style, 
beginning with a solo voice moving simply to full chorus as the story unfolds. 

Sorrow Song of Whales is a collaboration between Mi’kmaq elder Methilda 
Knockwood, PEI Poet Laureate Deirdre Kessler and composer Jeff Enns. It 
is inspired by a traditional legend told by Ms. Knockwood. The text pleads 
for an end to the environmental dangers that the whales face in our oceans. 
Enns’ work is set for 4-part women’s chorus with divisi to 7 parts. The 
musical language is tonal, making use of tone clusters and ostinato to create 
layers of sound. The mixed meter seems to dance toward the conclusion: 
“We are all connected”. The work was commissioned by the PEI women’s 
chamber choir Sirens to be performed at the biennial national conference of 
Choirs Canada. It was premiered July 3, 2018, in St. John’s, Newfoundland. 
We are grateful to Jeff Enns for permission to perform this work today. 

V’la I’Bon Vent is a 300-year old French-Canadian paddling song. It was 
sung by the Voyageurs as they travelled through the lakes and rivers on the 
fur trade. Singing as they paddled kept the strokes’ rhythm, and lifted weary 
spirits to continue the journey. As is the tradition in this style of cumulative 
song, each verse begins with a “call” taken from the last line of the previous 
verse and continues with the next event in the story. When sung by the 
voyageurs there would have been hundreds of verses. The five we sing today 
are common among many arrangements of this song, and loosely tell the 
story of a privileged young king’s son who hunts and kills one of three ducks 
swimming in the pond of the narrator of the song. It is reminiscent of many 
folk songs that speak of nobility taking the small spoils of the poorer classes. 

Grammah Easter’s Lullaby was written by Pura Fe in honour of her 
grandmother Easter Sanders-Munk. It was written as a paddle song for 
contemporary Tuscaroran peoples to sing as they undertake healing journeys 
along the rivers of Eastern Canada and the United States. Paddling journeys 
have been a way for First Nations Peoples across Canada to reclaim their 
heritage and engage with the land. Pura Fe was in residence at the Faculty 
of Music for a semester in 2009 and taught this song to students and faculty 
members. It was during this time that Pura Fe gave permission for Lori Dolloff 
to teach it to students in choirs and classrooms across Canada. 


Begin was composed by Canadian composer Alice Ping Yee Ho, who is 
acclaimed for her “organic flow of imagination” and “distinctly individual style.” 
She is the recipient of the 2016 Louis Applebaum Composers Award, 2014 
PEI Symphony Composers Competition Award, 2013 Dora Mavor Moore 
Award for Outstanding Original Opera, and M. Hunter’s Award for “best 
classical composer.” Her works have been performed by many acclaimed 
ensembles including the China National Symphony, Polish Radio Choir, 

Finnish Lapland Chamber Orchestra, and the Toronto, Winnipeg and Victoria 
Symphonies. A 2015 Juno nominee for classical composition of the year, 
her discography includes releases on the Centrediscs, Marquis Classic, Blue 
Griffin, Electra and Phoenix labels. 

Begin is a six minute composition written for SSA a capella women’s choir. 
Based on a poem “Begin” by Toronto writer Tania Rideout, the music 
describes an imaginary journey of Marilyn Bell and Shirley Campbell, two long 
distance swimmers who tried to swim Lake Ontario in the 1950s. Campbell 
was unsuccessful and Bell became a legendary figure. Music sails through 
the geological landscape of Lake Ontario, expresses in a poetic way how 
nature and history defines the relationship we have with water: the tides 
that push us together, also pull us apart. Some theatre elements such as 
making sound effects, movement, body percussion, and “rapping” of swim 
terminology are integrated in the music, highlighting the drama of the text. 
Written especially for Oakville Choir for Children and Youth, this composition 
conveys an empowering message how two different young women faced 
their huge challenge with strength, perseverance, tenacity and hard work. 

This work was commissioned by Choral Canada for Oakville Choir for 
Children and Youth with the support of the Canada Council for the Arts, 

New Chapter Canada 150 Grant and premiered July 1, 2018, in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland. 

We are grateful to “Raising her Voice” Chamber Choir of the Oakville Choir for 
Children and Youth for joining us in performance this afternoon, and to Alice 
Ho for permission to perform this work today. 

Program notes by Sarah Jane Morrison 


Biographies 

David Fallis is a conductor well-known for his work in both early and 
contemporary music. He has conducted for the Royal Opera House in 
Versailles, the Luminato Festival, the Glimmerglass Festival, the Singapore 
Festival, Festival Vancouver, Houston Grand Opera, the Seoul Arts Centre, 
Cleveland Opera, Wolftrap Theater, Utah Opera, and the symphonies in 
London, Ontario, Windsor, New Brunswick, and the Manitoba Chamber 
Orchestra. 

As Music Director of Toronto’s Opera Atelier he has led critically-acclaimed 
productions of major operas in Toronto, France, Japan, Singapore, South 
Korea and the United States. He was Artistic Director of the Toronto Consort 
from 1990 to 2018, with whom he toured extensively in Canada, the US and 
Europe, and led the ensemble in their numerous recordings. He directs Choir 
21, a vocal ensemble specializing in contemporary choral music. David Fallis 
has recently accepted a two-year appointment as conductor of the Toronto 
Mendelssohn Choir. 

Lori-Anne Dolloff has conducted children’s, church, university and 
community choirs for 40 years. At the Faculty of Music she has conducted 
the Concert Choir, Women’s Chorus and University Symphony Chorus. This 
is her first season with the Women’s Chamber Choir. Dolloff is currently the 
Area Head of Choral Performance, and has served as Coordinator of Music 
Education and taught undergraduate and graduate courses in Music for 
Children, Choral Conducting and Cultural Perspectives since 1988. She 
has been invited to give workshops and conduct festivals across Canada, 
Sweden and the United States. She is frequently commissioned to compose 
for youth choirs and has several works published by Boosey and Hawkes. 
Her compositions and arrangements have been performed by choirs 
around the world, including being featured at the International Children’s 
Choir Festival held at Canterbury Cathedral and Westminster Hall, London, 
England. Of late her passion has been teaching in Nunavut. She has made 
17 trips since 2009, singing and creating choral classroom experiences for 
children and youth from kindergarden through grade 12. 

Valeska Cabrera is a choral conductor who holds a doctorate degree in 
musicology. She is from Chile where she conducted the Alonso de Ercilla 
School Choir and founded the Camerata Vocal de Melipilla (2006). In Spain, 
Cabrera conducted several choral ensembles including the San Jose de 
Calasanz School Choir, Melos, and A Tempo! From 2011 to 2014, she 
collaborated as an assistant conductor with the University of Salamanca 
Choir. Thanks to a full scholarship from the Chilean government, Cabrera 
is currently enrolled in the master’s program in choral conducting at the 
University of Toronto, where she performs as assistant conductor of the 
Women’s Chamber Choir. 


With a career spanning three continents and hundreds of collaborations, 
Australian pianist Lara Dodds-Eden moved to Toronto following a 20 week 
residency as the Banff Centre’s Collaborative Pianist and Associate Artist in 
2013-2014. She is currently a Doctoral student in Collaborative Piano at the 
University of Toronto, where she was winner of the 2015 Gwendolyn Williams 
Koldofsky Prize in Accompanying. She has performed with artists as diverse 
as Broken Social Scene’s Kevin Drew, North Bay singer-songwriter Benjamin 
Hermann, the Australian Chamber Orchestra, cellists Gavriel Lipkind and 
Raphael Wallfisch, and studied with pianist Menahem Pressler. She recently 
toured the Danube by boat with soprano Danika Loren and Spain with 
the Toronto Children’s Chorus, and features on Centredisc’s release Dawn 
of Night, a collection of Stephen Chatman’s choral music with Dr. Hilary 
Apfelstadt and the MacMillan Singers, with whom she has performed since 
2015. 

Before moving to Canada, Lara lived for seven years in London, studying 
Piano Accompaniment at the Guildhall School of Music and performing 
frequently with prominent musicians of her generation at the Wigmore 
Hall, Royal Festival Hall and Purcell Room, Sydney’s Angel Place Recital 
and Amsterdam’s Het Concertgebouw. Lara was also artistic director of a 
chamber music festival in Paxos, Greece, from 2010 to 2013. 

Jenny Blackbird (Nehiyaw-Finnish/Canadian) is a multidisciplinary artist, 
hand drummer, singer, fashion designer, and jingle dress dancer. She also 
volunteers at Aboriginal Legal Services as a community council member and 
advisory committee member, as well as a community Auntie for the Giiwedin 
Anang program. 

Founded in 1994, the Oakville Choir for Children and Youth (formerly 
the Oakville Children’s Choir) is made up of seven different choirs. Holding 
fast to our mission as a welcoming, professional and innovative community 
that provides exceptional music education, leadership development and 
performance opportunities, we are a comprehensive music education 
program for over 200 auditioned choristers ranging in age from 4 through 
25 years. ‘Raise Her Voice’ (RHV) Chamber is the home for more 
experienced female singers who have achieved a high level of vocal and 
musicianship skills. RHV Chamber is known for its very high standard of 
artistic interpretation and performance excellence, while also creating a 
space where young female leaders feel confident raising their voices in song 
and in the world. RHV Chamber choristers serve as musical ambassadors 
throughout our community. Their activities also include participation in our 
inclusivity program, which is a two-fold initiative: a partnership with ArtHouse 
of Oakville and ErinoakKids Centre for Treatment and Development, as well as 
our own ‘All Voices Together’ program, open to all children who wish to sing. 
Through a mentorship approach, our choristers are encouraged to contribute 


artistically in rehearsal and performances through collaboration, improvisation, 
and idea sharing. RHV Chamber has consistently performed well at national 
and international competitions, being judged at Gold Medal level at the 
International Choir Olympics in 2004 (Bremen, Germany), World Choir Games 
2012 (Cincinnati, Ohio) and 2014 (Riga, Latvia), amongst many other national 
and international competitive successes. RHV Chamber has recorded several 
CDs, produced three choral music videos, and has premiered new choral 
compositions by Canadian composers including John Godevas, Sarah 
Quartel, Jamie Hillman, Jeff Enns and Alice Ping Yee Ho. 

The Oakville Choir believes passionately in the transformative power of 
choral music in the lives of children and youth and we strive to create an 
environment where young people can explore, develop, and create through 
singing. 

http://oakvillechoir.org 

Dr. Sarah Morrison is the Artistic Director of the Oakville Choir for Children 
and Youth and the Director of Learning and Teaching Innovation at Appleby 
College. A passionate educator, she serves as an adjunct faculty member at 
Queen’s University teaching courses in the Faculty of Education. Her choirs 
have won awards at international levels including a Gold Medal at the 8th 
World Choir Games in Riga, Latvia. Dr. Morrison is known for her energy 
and creativity in working with young voices. Dr. Morrison is the 2010 winner 
of the Leslie Bell Award for Choral Conducting awarded by the Ontario Arts 
Council. She writes the Youth Choir column for Choral Canada’s Anacrusis 
and served on the board of Choirs Ontario as the Vice-President. Dr. Morrison 
sang soprano with the Juno-nominated Canadian Chamber Choir for the 
past decade and is a frequent conference presenter and guest conductor in 
Canada and the United States. 

Dr. Charlene Pauls is the Associate Music Director of the Oakville Choir for 
Children and Youth and the Artistic Director of the London Pro 
Musica Choir. She is also on the teaching staff at St. Michael’s Choir School 
in Toronto. As a conductor, she has been particularly influenced by her 
experience as a professional singer and voice teacher to inform her work 
on developing healthy choral technique and blend. She has appeared as a 
soprano soloist with orchestras across Canada and Europe, including the 
Vancouver Symphony, Winnipeg Symphony, National Arts Centre Orchestra, 
and with ensembles in Germany, Spain, France and England. Her work as a 
voice clinician has led to invitations to adjudicate vocal and choral festivals 
across the country. 


Personnel 


MacMillan Singers 

Director: David Fallis 
Collaborative Pianist: 
Lara Dodds-Eden 

Soprano 1 

Rachel Allen 
Julia Brotto 
Rayna Crandlemire 
Emily Parker 
Sunny Sheffmann 
Gabrielle Turgeon 

Soprano 2 

Annika-France Forget 
Clara Krausse 
Elizabeth Legierski 
Carol Mak 
Emily Rocha 
Junmeng (Autumn) 

Zhao 

Alto 1 

Mara Bowman 
Valeska Cabrera 
Yekaterina (Emily) Cragg 
Janelle Demello 
Annika Telenius 
Meredith Wanstall 

Alto 2 

Biqi (Becky) Cai 
Olivia Guselle 
Avery Lafrentz 
Katharine Petkovski 

Tenor 1 

Nathan Gritter 
Xavier Solis 
Jeremy Tingle 


Tenor 2 

Mathew Boutda 
Ricardo Ferro 
Benjamin Gabbay 
Sterling Smith 
Christopher Young 

Bass 1 

Kai Leung 
Kristian Lo 

Dante Mullin Santone 
George 

Theodorakopoulos 
Christian Umipig 

Bass 2 

Lutzen Riedstra 
Derrell Woods 
Nicholas Wanstall 
Tristan Anthony Zaba 

Women’s Chamber 
Choir 

Conductor: Lori Dolloff 
Assistant Conductor: 
Valeska Cabrera 
Pianist: Eunseong Cho 

Soprano 

Frances Beg 
Nathania-Rose Chan 
Alessia D’Ambrogio 
Anna-Julia David 
Breanne Dharmai 
Althea Fernandes 
Lillian Gottlieb 
Salena Harriman 
Emily Harris 
Mackenzie Kiemele 
Abigail Kirton 
Roanna Kitchen 
Jana Kwok 


Claire Latosinsky 
Briana Lee 
Sophia Mackey 
Shelley Mayer 
Ineza Mugisha 
Erica Simone 
Abigail Sinclair 
Olivia Spahn-Vieira 
Alisha Suri 
Madalen Tojicic 
Justine Vorvis 
Sierra Ward-Bond 
Phoebe Wong 
Karen See Ting Wong 

Alto 

Matilda Hedwig 
Armstrong 
Veronica Axenova 
Madeleine Brown 
Carissa Chen 
Anna Chung 
Yvonne Chung 
Haeduen Kim 
Lissy Meyerowitz 
Carly Naimer 
Saki Nishida 
Nikole Puchkov 
Shelly Shao 
Catherine Wang 
Judy Yang 

Performance 

Collection 

Librarian: 

Karen Wiseman 


Upcoming Large Ensemble Performances 
Nocturnes 

U of T Women’s Chorus and Men’s Chorus 
Sun Oct 28 at 2:30 pm 

Church of the Redeemer, 162 Bloor Street West 

Kurt Weill’s Street Scene 

U of T Opera’s Fall Main Stage Production 
Thu Nov 22, Fri Nov 23 and Sat Nov 24 at 7:30 pm 
Sun Nov 25 at 2:30 pm 
MacMillan Theatre, 80 Queen’s Park 

A Child’s Prayer 

Choristers from the Schola Cantorum & Theatre of Early Music 
Sat Nov 24 at 5 pm 

Trinity College Chapel, 6 Hoskin Avenue 

Floating and Flying 

U of T Wind Ensemble 
with Jonathan Wong & Jason Han, clarinets 
and special guests the Queen’s University Wind Ensemble 
Sat Dec 1 at 7:30 pm 
MacMillan Theatre, 80 Queen’s Park 

Tickets and information: music.utoronto.ca I 416-408-0208 


Want to stay informed of our upcoming events? 

Sign up for our What’s Happening 
e-newsletter at bit.ly/UofTMusic-enews 

Follow us @UofTMusic 

Visit music.utoronto.ca 



BLOOR ST. 
CULTURE 
CORRIDOR 


The Faculty of Music is a partner of the Bloor St. Culture Corridor 
bloorstculturecorridor.com 







Thank you for your support! 


The Faculty of Music gratefully 
acknowledges the generosity of 
the individuals, foundations, and 
corporations who gave annual gifts 
of $1,000 or more between January 
1,2017 and September 1,2018, 
in support of our students and 
programs. Thank you for the part you 
are playing in advancing the cause of 
music education in Canada. 
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For information on giving opportunities at the Faculty of Music please contact Bruce Blandford 
at 416-946-3145 or make a gift online at https://donate.utoronto.ca/music. 


